
1 June, 2020 

Mr. Jack Alberts 
Chairman 
Raad van Beheer op Kynologisch Gebied in Nederland 
Postbus 75901, Amsterdam 
Netherlands 

TRANSMITTED TO EMAIL ADDRESS: info@raadvanbeheer.nl 

Dear Mr Alberts, 

The Australian National Kennel Council Ltd strongly supports the FCI 
in its expressed concern regarding the rules introduced by the 
Netherlands Government with regards to the breeding of 12 
Brachycephalic breeds being, Affenpinscher, Boston Terrier, English 
Bulldog, French Bulldog, Griffon Belge, Griffon Bruxellois, Petit 
Brabancon, Japanese Chin, King Charles Spaniel, Pug, Pekingese 
and Shih Tzu, of great concern is the suggestion of introducing cross 
breeding which will surely result in genetic loss from generations of 
dogs many of whom have been health tested with only a few  having 
issues. We do not believe that consideration has been given to the 
genetic bottlenecks that will result within these breeds when trying to 
adjust to extremely rapid changes in morphology. 

We have considered the contents of the Raad Van Beheer response 
to the letter from the FCI President, and appreciate the difficult 
position you are in having had your proposals to Minister Schouten 
rejected. However, the Australian National Kennel Council Ltd feels 
this is entirely the wrong way to tackle the issues highlighted in the 
‘Breeding Short Muzzled Dog’s’ paper commissioned by the Ministry 
of Agriculture in January 2019. In our estimation the Netherlands 
government has taken a machine gun approach to tackling BOS and 
BOAS in these 12 breeds, the majority of these breeds do not show 
any signs of having both these conditions, and a large proportion of 
these breeds have neither condition." 

In studying the paper ‘Breeding Short Muzzled Dogs’, we feel that it 
may be flawed as a major error seems to have been made in the 
mode of  measuring skull length which in turn can significantly affect 
the CFR (Cranial Facial Ratio), this will be the subject of our forensic 
response which will be published in coming days. 
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In our opinion the proposed changes will have the opposite effect 
in their implementation. Cross breeding will not resolve these 
issues, it will merely create new “designer” breeds each with a 
combination of their parent breeds issues. To echo the words of 
the FCI President, “we are greatly saddened that the RVB agrees 
to register the above-mentioned breeds, only if they are crossbred 
with other breeds”. The Australian National Kennel Council feels 
this decision by the RVB, to totally disregard the origin and breed 
standards for these breeds, not to mention the work of breeders 
and enthusiasts over hundreds of years, to preserve and protect 
the long standing heritage of all these breeds, we appeal to the 
RVB to reconsider their plan to compel breeders of brachycephalic 
dogs, to introduce other breeds into their breeding programs, the 
Raad van Beheer and Dutch breeders have a long history of 
producing outstanding dogs, and leading the way with health 
programs, it will be a sad day for global Cynology if the 
Netherlands are the first Country to allow the registration of 
crossbreeds on their purebred Register, there are other solutions, 
if brachycephalic breeders  worldwide embrace the emerging 
methodology to improve the health of their breeds, there will not be 
any need to crossbreed. 
 
Support for the ANKC Ltd position is expressed in several letters 
from Australian brachycephalic breed clubs which accompany this 
letter. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Hugh Gent OAM 
President & Chairman of the Board of Directors 
 
Att. 
 
 
Copy to: 
 
• Dr. Tamás Jakkel, President, 

Fédération Cynologique Internationale 
• Mr Augusto Benedicto Santos lll, President, 

FCI Asia, Africa & Oceania Section 
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To: A.N.K.C. 
c/- Dogs N.S.W 

May 28, 2020 

From:  
The Pekingese Club of N.S.W. Inc 

Our Committee,  wants to voice its deep concern  and opposition to the 
Netherlands Governments announcement.   

These new restrictions regarding muzzle length of the 12 Brachycephalic 
Breeds listed  is contrary to current scientific evidence.  The causes of  BOAS* 
are far more complex than simply breeding dogs for a longer muzzle length.  
Even crossbred dogs with NO Brachycephalic breeding can be affected, as are 
some other pedigree breeds with longer muzzles. 

Australian Pekingese breeders have been actively breeding away from 
Pekingese with BOS; Brachycephalic Ocular Syndrome ie shallow eye sockets 
and diverted eyes:  our breeders have had a steady improvement across 
Australia. 

We, The Pekingese Club of N.S.W Inc, promote health schemes to improve 
the general health of the Pekingese. 

It has to be acknowledged that some, NOT ALL, Pekingese can have various 
health issues but to penalise all Pekingese breeders is counter productive.  
Responsible breeders who have the health and welfare of the Pekingese Breed 
at heart; follow the breed standard to produce dogs that are healthy and need 
minimal veterinary care.  

The Pekingese Club of N.S.W. Inc offers its full support to the breeders and 
exhibitors of  all the 12 affected by this legislation; in the Netherlands. 

We also support the BOAS Research Group in the UK, being conducted by Dr 
Jane Ladlow. 

Jonathon Nash 
Secretary 
The Pekingese Club of N.S.W. Inc 

*Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway Syndrome
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