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North Australian Canine Association trading as Dogs NT
“ Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
DO 7:00pm, Wednesday 9 April 2025

Rink Van Der Velde Arena, 10 Shean Road Winnellie, NT

EERN.A.C.A. INC.

Opening of the meeting

The meeting was opened at 7:00pm.

Attendees

Krissy Breed (Secretary), Caroline Camilleri (Councillor), Marlene Watt (Councillor), Sandy Irlam
(Councillor), Nicola Jones (Councillor), Mai Walton (Councillor), Deb Brackenreg (Councillor), Donalee
Ikin, Jennifer Barnes, Charene Savy, Guy Williams, Margaret Doyle, Graham Doyle, Jessica Clarke,
Meg Gardiner, Susie Ripper, Tanya Reichstein, Anna Collins.

Apologies

John Wheeler (President) and Clare Flattum (Treasurer), Peter Jones, Nathan Moylan (Councillor),
Catherine Harrison.

Confirmation of the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 10 April 2024

The draft minutes of the 2024 AGM that were put on the website were presented for the members
to accept.

Actions from the last AGM were discussed and resolved, as follows:

e Council to follow up the Palmerston Gundog Club insurance. Insurance is now covered by an
umbrella policy for Dogs NT which covers the affiliate clubs. Action complete.

e Treasurer to query the qualification statement ahead of the next audited financial statement to
ensure it is being used in the correct way. Confirmation of the appropriate statement is
reflected in the audited financial statements. Action complete.

e Council to investigate using a returning officer for the 2025 election that is not a member of
Dogs NT. A returning officer with no conflicting interests carried out the returning officer duties
for the 2025 nomination process. Action complete.

e Dogs NT to submit the change to the constitution to Licensing NT (the governing body of
Northern Territory Associations). The update to the constitution as voted by members at the
2024 AGM was submitted to Licencing NT. Action complete.

e Dogs NT council to ensure the defibrillator and fire extinguishers are available to members
using the grounds for events. The defibrillator was renewed and erected on the grounds. Fire
extinguishers have been purchased for use and are due to be installed. Action complete.

Proposed motion: That the action items of the previous Annual General Meeting held 10 April 2024
be accepted as resolved.

Moved: Krissy Breed Seconded: Marlene Watt Carried.

Proposed resolution: That the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held 10 April 2024
be accepted as a true and correct record.

Moved: Krissy Breed Seconded: Deb Brackenreg Carried.
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President’s report

The President, John Wheeler, was an apology at the AGM due to medical reasons, therefore on his
behalf the President’s report was tabled by the Secretary.

Proposed resolution: That the President’s Report be accepted.

Moved: Deb Brackenreg Seconded: Charlene Savy Carried.

Treasurer’s report

The Treasurer, Clare Flattum, was an apology at the AGM due to medical reasons. The Treasurer
supplied the Audited Financial Reports for the year ending December 2024 on the website in
advance of the AGM.

Discussion:

e Members noted that the over-priced insurance policies in the previous year resulted in the
commensurate over expenditure for the financial year.

e Council chose not to pass on the insurance cost to affiliates and welcomed ideas on how to
recoup insurance costs.

e A member thanked council for voting not to pass on the costs of the insurance to the affiliates.

e Conference fees were discussed and members noted reimbursements for attending interstate
meetings were based on minimum priced flights.

Proposed resolution: That the financial statements for the year ending December 2023 be accepted.

Moved: Deb Brackenreg Seconded: Graham Doyle Carried.

Returning Officers Report

The Returning Officer, Anna Collins, tabled her Report.

The Returning Officer confirmed that the nominations received did not exceed the number of
positions available. Therefore, no ballot was required in 2025. Ms Collins declared the nominated
candidates duly elected as follows:

President — John Wheeler
Treasurer — Clare Flattum

3 x councillors — Nicola Jones, Marlene Watt, Sandy Irlam

Discussion:

e A member expressed gratification at the work of the Returning Officer and asked if she could
return next year, to which Ms Collins agreed in principle.

Proposed resolution: The originals of nomination paperwork held by the Returning Officer be
retained until 9 April 2025, being the date of the AGM, and then returned to Council for destruction
within 14 days of the AGM.

Moved: Anna Collins Seconded: Marlene Watt  Carried.
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Matters for discussion

1. Honorary life membership

Nominated by Donalee Ikin, honorary life membership was awarded to Ms Nicola Jones.

2. Grand/Supreme and Sporting sash presentation
2.1 Grand Champion

e American Staffordshire Terrier
GRAND. CH. RAVINBOUTYA MARLYNS MAYHEM
Owner/Breeder — Mrs M Boucher

o Fox Terrier (Smooth)
GRAND. CH. SANTOP FIRESTORM
Owner - Mrs M Doyle
Breeder - Mr S & Mrs S Norman

2.2 Supreme Champion

1. Schipperke
SUP.CH. BEADALE A DEAL WITH THE DEVIL
Owner — Miss J Clarke & Mrs L Niemann
Breeder — Mrs L P Niemann

2. Brittany
AM. CH. AM. GR CH. GD CH. C.I.B. A20 Ch SUP.CH. DREAM HI SR DON'T BELIEVE ME JUST
WATCH (USA) (IMP USA)
Owner - Mrs R Williams
Breeder - Ms K Rickard & T Crady & Ms S Sytsma

3. Fox Terrier (Smooth)
SUP.CH. SANTOP FIRESTORM
Owner - Mrs M Doyle
Breeder - Mr S & Mrs S Norman

2.3 Rally Champion
e Nil awarded.
2.4 Trial Champion

e Nil awarded.

3. Constitution/Rules differences for consideration

Members were asked to consider a proposed special resolution to: Include electronic voting in the
NACA rules for election ballots.

Proposed by: Krissy Breed Seconded by: Caroline Camilleri
Intention of the proposed change:

Electronic voting includes by email, and online using a device such as a computer, smartphone, or
tablet and has been adopted by other state member bodies. Electronic ballot voting is contemporary
and accessible and will:

e save Dogs NT money on stationery, printing, and postage costs;
e reduce administrative burden, therefore increasing the efficiency of the ballot process, and;
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e support a secure ballot process. The existing voting method in the NACA rules will remain an
option for members who are unable to access electronic voting.

Discussion:

e Members queried how an election might be conducted electronically.

e The Secretary outlined a number of online services with affordable fees that are appropriate for
small member-based elections, and how electronic voting means has been used for secure
ballots in the Northern Territory such as enterprise bargaining agreement votes.

e The Secretary also noted that the intention of the special resolution was not to have electronic
voting replace paper voting, however a special resolution was required to include this as an
additional means of voting through the NACA Rules.

e Should the members vote in favour of this special resolution, council can commence work to
select an appropriate platform with the aim of trialling this method in a future ballot.

All but 1 member present voted in favour of this special resolution, representing the constitutional
requirement of over 75% present voting in favour to carry a special resolution.

Carried.

Any other business

Tanya Reichstein was thanked for her role as outgoing Agility Representative for the NT and
members interested in taking on the position were advised to contact Ms Reichstein for information.

Meeting close

Members were thanked for attending the AGM and there being no further business, the meeting
closed at 7:55 pm.

Minutes are to be confirmed at the next Annual General Meeting to be held April 2026.
Minute taker: Krissy Breed, Secretary

President: John Wheeler

Attachments:
1. AGM Agenda, includes supporting document for the Special Resolution (page 2)
Minutes of the last annual general meeting held 10 April 2024
President’s Report
Audited Financial Statements for the Year ending 31 December 2024
Returning Officers Report
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